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Deaar Sir,

" The Hudsen's Bay Company s a retall company that s 2 major user of rail service in the U.S. and
Canada. The purpose of this latter is to comment on the Issues to be discutsad on March 8™
2000 in Ex Parta 582,

We encourage the Surface Transportation Board to focus on whether the proposed GN-BNSF
combination, or any merger for that matter, is good for shippaers. The CN-BNSF combination
should be judged an its maerits. -

Service, not timing, of the praposed CN-BNSF combination s the centra! issue for our campany.
Accordingly, the Surface Transportation Board should focus on ensuring that CN-BNSF
combination ar any other future mergers, will deliver service.

Wa trust that the Surface Transportation Board hes a comprahensive process to evaluate raiiroad
transactions and protect the public Intarest. It shoutd falrly evaluate the CN-BNSF combination
according to that process. '

We do wonder whethar the other raifroads opposition to tha use of the Surface Transportation
Board process is an effort to Insulate themaelves from competition rather than as a protection for
shippers.
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